
 

Clinical Education Resources  

Compiled by Jody Frost, PT, DPT, PhD 

American Physical Therapy Association 

1 | P a g e  

 

 

Table of Contents 

 

History of Clinical Education ............................................................................................................ 2 

Change in Clinical Education ............................................................................................................ 2 

Academic Coordinator/Director of Clinical Education ..................................................................... 2 

Clinical Instructor Qualifications and Expertise ............................................................................... 3 

Expectations of CIs, CCCEs, and Clinical Sites  ................................................................................. 3 

Clinical Teaching Resources ............................................................................................................. 4 

Expectations of Students ................................................................................................................. 5 

Student Clinical Performance Instruments ...................................................................................... 5 

Clinical Site Visits, Placements, and Technology ............................................................................. 6 

Clinical Education Cost and Productivity ......................................................................................... 6 

Length of Clinical Education ............................................................................................................. 6 

Models of Clinical Education ............................................................................................................ 7 

Professionalism ................................................................................................................................ 7 

Reflective Practice ............................................................................................................................ 8 

Interprofessional Clinical Education ................................................................................................ 8 

International Clinical Education ....................................................................................................... 8 

 

 



Clinical Education Resources 

2 | P a g e  

 

History of Clinical Education 

 Gwyer J, Odom C, Gandy J. History of clinical education in physical therapy in the United States. J 

Phys Ther Educ. 2003;17(3):34-43.  

Change in Clinical Education 

 Currens J, Bithell C. Clinical education: listening to different perspectives. Physiotherapy. 2000; 

86(12):645-653. 

 Strohschein, Hagler, May. Assessing the need for change in clinical education practices. Phys 

Ther. 2002:82:160-172. 

Academic Coordinator/Director of Clinical Education 

 American Physical Therapy Association. Academic Coordinator/Director of Clinical Education 

Performance Assessments. Alexandria, VA: American Physical Therapy Association. May 2010.  

http://www.apta.org/Educators/Assessments/ACCE/DCE/ 

 American Physical Therapy Association. Model Position Description for the Academic 

Coordinator/Director of Clinical Education: PT Program. Alexandria, VA: American Physical 

Therapy Association, February 2011. 

http://www.apta.org/ModelPositionDescription/ACCE/DCE/PT/ 

 Buccieri KM, Brown R. Evaluating the performance of the academic coordinator of clinical 

education in physical therapist education: Determining appropriate criteria and assessors. J Phys 

Ther Educ. 2006;20:17-28. 

 Buccieri KM, Brown R, Malta S. Evaluating the performance of the academic coordinator/ 

director of clinical education: Tools to solicit input from program directors, academic faculty, 

and students. J Phys Ther Educ. 2011;25:26-35. 

 Buccieri K, Brown R, Malta S, Ward B. Evaluating the performance of the academic 

coordinator/director of clinical education in physical therapist education: Developing a tool to 

solicit input from center coordinators of clinical education and clinical instructors. J Phys Ther 

Educ. 2008; 22:64-73. 

 Buccieri KM, Rodriguez J, Smith SS, Robinson R, Gallivan SP, Frost JS. DCE Performance 
Assessment Surveys: A 360-degree assessment of the unique roles and responsibilities of the 
DCE in physical therapy education. J Phys Ther Educ. 2012. (pending publication) 

 Clouten N. The academic coordinator of clinical education: career issues. J Phys Ther Educ. 

1994;8:32. 
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clinical environment. J Phys Ther Educ. 2008; 22(3):7-18. 
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 Dalton M, Davidson M, Keating J. The assessment of physiotherapy practice (APP) is a valid 

measure of professional competence of physiotherapy students: A cross-sectional study with 
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